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As part of the academic activities of the Department of English, a student-led 

Remarks 

presentation activity was organised to introduce learners to poets beyond the prescribed syllabus. 
Four students volunteered to present on Langston Hughes (Nancy Sharma), Philip Larkin (Shireen 
Thakur), Dylan Thomas (Mandeep Singh), and Pablo Neruda (Blossom Kropha). 
Objectives: 

To broaden students' literary exposure beyond the prescribed texts and encourage reading| 
beyond the syllabus. 

Activity: 

To introduce students to diverse poetic traditions, cultural contexts, voices, and styles. 
To develop independent reading, research, and critical interpretation skills. 
To strengthen students academic presentation and communication skills. 
To encourage comparative literary thinking and peer learning. 

Outcomes: 

Each student independently researched the selected poet and presented relevant poems, themes, 
literary context, and distinctive poetic features to the class. The activity brought together four 
contrasting poetic traditions: Hughes and the African American voice of the Harlem Renaissance; 
Larkin and the understated, disillusioned tone of post-war British poetry; Thomas and the lyrical, 

musical tradition of Welsh poetry; and Neruda and the political, sensuous, and imagery-rich poetry 
of Latin America, read in translation. The presenters also assumed the role of resource persons on 
their respective poets, enabling the activity to follow a student-centred, peer-learning approach. 

Students gained exposure to four significant poetic voices beyond the prescribed syllabus. 
They developed a better understanding of how poetry is shaped by different historical, 
cultural, and literary contexts. 
Students were able to identify and compare distinctive poctic features, such as Hughes's 
jazz-inflected rhythms, Larkin's plain-spoken irony, Thomas's musical lyricism, and 
Neruda's vivid imagery and sensuous expression. 
The activity strengthened students independent research, critical thinking, interpretation, 
and presentation skills. 
It encouraged greater confidence in discussing poetry and fostered a culture of reading and 
literary exploration beyond the prescribed curiculum. 
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